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REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 are presently pending in this application. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9 and 11-17 
have been amended to more particularly define the claimed invention. Claims 18-20 have 
been added to claim additional features of the claimed invention. 

It is noted that the amendments are made only to more particularly define the 
invention and not for distinguishing the invention over the prior art, for narrowing the scope 
of the claims, or for any reason related to a statutory requirement for patentability . It is 
further noted that, notwithstanding any claim amendments made herein, Applicant's intent is 
to encompass equivalents of all claim elements, even if amended herein or later during 
prosecution. 

Claims 1-17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Adelman et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,006,259. 

This rejection is respectfully traversed in view of the following discussion. 

I. APPLICANT'S CLAIMED INVENTION 

The claimed invention (as defined, for example, by independent claim 1) is directed to 
a clustered computer system including a plurality of CPU and memory installed apparatus 
each having at least one CPU and at least one memory, and a plurality of input/output control 
apparatus, wherein the CPU and memory installed apparatus and the input/output control 
apparatus are connected to each other by a network. 

Conventionally, the problem of a conventional computer system is that when a CPU 
or memory of computer system fails and cannot be used, even if input/output control circuit in 
the faulty computer system is free of any fault and hence is normal, the normal input/output 
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control circuit and peripheral devices under its control cannot be used. The reason for this 
problem is that in a conventional computer system the input/output control circuit can only be 
controlled from a CPU that is connected thereto through the control circuit, and the CPU and 
the input/output control circuit which carries out input/output instructions issued by the CPU 
are assembled on same board, which is a minimum unit for maintenance and replacement. 
(Application at page 3, line 23 to page 4, line 10.) 

The claimed invention (e.g., as recited in claims 1 and 2), on the other hand, includes 
a CPU and memory installed apparatus and an input/output control apparatus connected to 
each other by a network. This feature is important increase the availability of a computer 
system upon a fault thereof. (Application at page 4, lines 1 1-13.) 

II. THE ALLEGED PRIOR ART REJECTIONS 

35 U.S.C. § 102(b) Rejection over Adelman et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,006,259 

The Examiner alleges that Adelman et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,006,259, (Adelman), 
teaches the invention of claims 1-17. Applicant submits, however, that Adelman does not 
teach or suggest each and every element and feature of the claimed invention. 

Adelman teaches: 

The present IP Network cluster is made up of a number of general purpose 
computer units each of which includes generally the elements shown in FIG. 2, 
wherein the general purpose system 201 includes a motherboard 203 having 
thereon an input/output ("I/O") section 205 , one or more central processing 
units ("CPU") 207 , and a memory section 209 which may have a flash memory 
card 211 related to it. ( Emphasis added . Column 4, lines 33-39.) 

Adelman fails to teach or suggest Applicant's claim recitation "wherein said CPU and 

memory installed apparatus and said input/output control apparatus being connected to each 

other by a network." Adelman, on the contrary, teaches away from Applicant's claim 
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recitation in that the input/output section 205 and the one or more central processing units 
207 are both located on the general purpose system 201 motherboard 203 as illustrated in Fig. 
2 and identified in the above quotation. 

Therefore, Adelman clearly teaches away from Applicant's independent claims 1 and 
2, "wherein said CPU and memory installed apparatus and said input/output control 
apparatus being connected to each other by a network" and, "a network connecting said 
CPU and memory installed apparatus and said input/output control apparatus to each 
other" respectively, by disclosing both elements disposed in the same location. 

Additionally, Adelman clearly teaches away from Applicant's independent claim 13, 
which recites, "a communication cable connecting said CPU and memory installed apparatus 
and said input/output control apparatus to each other" since Adelman discloses both the 
input/output section 205 and the one or more central processing units 207 are both located on 
the general purpose system 201 motherboard 203, as discussed above. 

With respect to Applicant's independent claims 14 and 16, Adelman fails to disclose 
Applicant's claimed recitations of, "communication means for communicating with an 
external circuit comprising an input/output control apparatus, and for transmitting an 
input/output instruction issued by said CPU to said input/output control apparatus which has 
been assigned in advance " and, "communication means for communicating with an external 
circuit comprising a CPU and memory installed apparatus, and for receiving an input/output 
instruction from said CPU and memory installed apparatus which has been set in advance 
and transferring said input/output instruction to said input/output control circuit" 
respectively. 

With respect to Applicant's independent claim 14, nowhere does the Office Action 
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address, nor does Adelman teach or disclose transmitting an input/output instruction issued 
by the CPU and memory installed apparatus which has been assigned in advance . The 
Examiner references Adelman at column 4, lines 13-43 which fails to teach or suggest any 
concept of an input/output instruction, much less, one that has been assigned in advance. 

With respect to Applicant's independent claim 16, Adelman fails to teach or disclose 
receiving an input/output instruction received from the CPU and memory installed apparatus 
which has been set in advance . The Examiner references Adelman at column 9, lines 21-49 
which generally discloses IP packet addressing. Nowhere in this citation, nor anywhere an in 
Adelman is disclosed an input/output instruction, and furthermore, a received an input/output 
instruction which has been set in advance at the CPU and memory installed apparatus. 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw 
this rejection, since Adelman fails to teach or suggest each and every element and feature of 
Applicant's claimed invention. 
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IIL FORMAL MATTERS AND CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that claims l-20j the claims presently 
pending in the application, are patentably distinct over the prior art of record and are in 
condition for allowance. The Examiner is respectfully requested to pass the above 
application to issue at the earliest possible time. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for allowance, 
the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at the local telephone number listed 
below to discuss any other changes deemed necessary in a telephonic or personal interview . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in fees or to credit 
any overpayment in fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-0481. 



McGinn Intellectual Property Law Group, PLLC 

8321 Old Courthouse Rd., Suite 200 
Vienna, Virginia 2218 
(703)761-4100 
Customer No. 21254 





Donald J. Lecher, Esq. 
Reg. No. 41,933 
Sean M. McGinn, Esq. 
Reg. No. 34,386 



r 



